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Approach:

• Use NS Power 2026 Load Forecast as the 

baseline, then make targeted adjustments to 

define Low Growth and High Growth scenarios

• Main levers for scenario definition:

• Baseline Load: Economic growth

• Large Loads: New industrial demand

• Electrification: Adoption of EVs and heat pumps, 

and industrial electrification (TBC) 

• Same across scenarios: 

• Population growth

• Energy/peak impact assumptions of electric 

technologies (unit load shapes, efficiency)

• Note: Peak mitigation scenario load forecast is 

still being defined, subject to further 

discussions with E1

 

Load Forecasting: Approach
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Reference Low Growth High Growth

Baseline Load

Lead: NS Power

NS Power’s 2026 
Load Forecast 

Lower economic 
growth (P10 scenario)

Higher economic 
growth (P90 scenario)

Large Loads

Lead: IESO NS

NS Power’s 2026 
Load Forecast 

No change

Add 100 MW+ of new 
industrial demand 
from potential data 
centres and mining 

Electrification

Lead: Dunsky 

NS Power’s 2026 
Load Forecast

Transportation: 
Slightly lower EV 
adoption forecast

 
Heating: Slightly 
lower heat pump 

adoption

Transportation: 
Higher EV adoption 

forecast 
Heating: Accelerated 
heat pump adoption

Industry: 
electrification of 

industrial processes

Discussion 

• Are these the appropriate levers for scenario 

definition? Anything else we should change 

between scenarios?



Build-Out Constraints: Assumptions and Rationale 

Modelling assumptions: Rationale:

• IRP modelling horizon is 2029-2053, and one of the IRP 

objectives is to inform near-term decisions and 

procurements 

• As modelling begins in 2029, the default earliest date of 

first availability is 2029. A 2030 first availability date is 

assumed for onshore wind and gas to reflect longer 

development timelines.

• The 1-2 year construction timelines are primarily a 

financing and capital deployment assumption.

• These timelines reflect the period during which construction 

capital is committed and spent.

• They do not represent the full project development 

cycle, including activities such as feasibility studies, 

permitting, interconnection, approvals, land acquisition, and 

contracting.

• For modelling purposes, the key consideration is the timing 

of capital deployment and resource entry into service.
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Discussion 

• Is the distinction between construction and 
date of first availability clear?

• Any comments on the assumptions for each 
technology?

Construction 
Timeline

Date of First 
Availability 

Onshore Wind 2 years January 1, 2030

Gas 2 years January 1, 2030 *

Solar 1 year January 1, 2029

Storage 1 year January 1, 2029



Questions?
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